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Cultural differences
Narrative
. 
I am from Saudi Arabia, a country in the Middle East which is rich in terms of resources but for education it lags behind the developed countries. The three years in the United States has been very strength giving and encouraging for me. It made me wiser, strong and open to cultural barriers. But it was not so when I came here long back in 2015. I guess now people are more accepting and also my strength and power to get along with people has become wider. I remember an incidence when I came to the states and was very new in the country, I got my admission in a reputed college, Kansas State University to pursue my undergraduate degree. It was the first day of my college and I was very nervous. What was going into my head was whether the people will be open and accepting to a person who comes from such long distance to pursue his studies and make a place for himself in his country. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]When I entered the Manhattan city I could notice eyes that were not very comfortable to see me but couldn't help it. It was an awkward situation because till then it's not that I never had an experience or a person staring at my looks or appearance before but anyway  I got used to it eventually. I was not familiar with something like that before. I tried to communicate with a few of them out of campus  to ask about the International student building but my accent was not familiar to them and they could barely understand what I wanted to say. I was feeling like strange. Maybe they noticed that I belong to another country and my appearance is different from them. At that very moment I was thinking of changing college. 
But to my surprise, after a few months I made some very good friend who belong to the culture of the state and also were open minded and accepting in nature. They made me feel comfortable with them. They made me feel alike. But this is not the case every time because whenever I go out to a store or any public places I have to go through this cultural identity difference.

Analysis
I guess this is not my personal story. It happens with almost everybody who initially enters any new cultural background or visits another country. They feel different from others. And it takes time for them to get along with the other cultures and accept them. Moreover, here the role of another countries come into play because not every country is very open to cultural differences and mitigate the difference. Whenever in the states I meet somebody from my country I feel alike, I feel like home, but when I visit new places or new cities it is an awkward situation. 
This is human nature, we are not easily adaptable to any new situation or circumstance and when time passes by we become acquainted to it. But this really doesn’t happen with everyone. As I said that I thought of leaving the college when I felt uneasy with the American culture. It takes time for our brain to understand that another person belongs to another culture maybe a different society or maybe a different class. There are many in the society who do not fit-in and simply change their way. Because since childhood we have witnessed many differences and have been taught a lot of cultural barriers. Our society teaches us about a black and white, rich and poor, male and female gender roles and a lot of common difference that are not realistic but only a perception in the head (Usborne, 2016). 
It takes courage to melt the ice. I also believe that now in the 21st century the countries are becoming more welcoming to new cultures in their countries. But still the difference prevails and there are group of people who keep on interfering in these matters and make it an issue. But simultaneously there is another group of people who fight these differences and make effort to mitigate it so that humanity prevails.
When we talk about culture we talk about race, religion, family background, income status, social class, gender and nationality etc. People like me who are new to a country and do not share similar cultural background have to face difficulties in a lot of ways. This kind of gestures from the society make a person uncomfortable, conscious and under confident. We may have skill but we are so insecure of us being different from the society that we hide our talent. There should be scope for improvement, improvement in thoughts, improvement in cultural background, improvement in social status or improvement in just perception of the mind. Whenever I come across somebody who is new in the States and I see them in public I feel the alikeness and I can relate what they must be going through. I know they must be facing difficulty in communication so I try to cooperate with them. 
Cultures are good, it teaches us a lot of manners and antiquates and it keeps us morally and ethically correct, but discriminating people on the basis of different cultural and background is again morally or ethically incorrect. My cultural difference made me feel weak at some places because I could see myself being underestimated and discriminated. Although this is a learning lesson but deep inside it is painful.
There are many assumptions that are adopted to keep their culture in tact one of which is speaking the native language. Knowing or learning your native language is important as it is an identity of the person. But as per my opinion a person's identity should not be restricted to his or her language. His identity should be his ability and his thought processes. Holding tight religious belief or cultural ceremonies is another way to keep intact the cultural background of a person. But again it should not be restricted. Religion is a choice, and not a burden. A person and his believes must be free. But for beginners cultural identity is important because it serves the purpose of humanity and makes him firm in the mind by accepting his own culture so that he can in future accept the culture of others.
The experience that I had shall remain as a memory into my mind and it influence my thoughts. When I first entered the college I never thought that I would make some friends who will be so culturally acceptable in nature. So in the beginning my perception of people’s thought was that they are judgmental and restrictive to consider a person from any other culture and make him comfortable. But later my perception changed completely when I met some people who do not care about from where I belong and what I wear but on the fact that who I am and what I am all about. So basically you just need some people who are open minded and wise enough to understand that discriminating people on the basis of culture, race, background, nationality, and gender is so not ethical. We should treat human like human.
The first thing that comes into my mind when I meet another people who is a bit different from me is what I can learn from them because they are a bit different from me and my culture. So meeting people with different cultural background should be a learning process rather than a tool for criticism. 
For instance in a multinational corporations people from around the globe work together and form a team to lead the company to a desirable position. They come from different background, have different insights and logics, the method of performing any task shall be different, their ideas and thoughts will be different, but they form a team and mitigate the difference and work on a project together to achieve success (Jameson, 2007). This should be the target. Appreciating the cultural differences must be the priority. There is something to learn from somebody every time. We just need to be open and accepting to different things because different is better.
There shall be many instances when people are harassed and discriminated only because of having a different cultural background and this is really pathetic. In our country the discrimination between men and women is very commonly seen. In the social gatherings discriminating rich and poor is also a very common. But this is not ethical. People of the society needs to understand that discriminating people because of their cultural identity is not correct instead accepting each other and living peacefully is important to build a nation.
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